
Creating sustainable social and economic 
impact through Unmanned Aerial Vehicles



Creating Sustainable 
Impact Together

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles - or drones - increasingly start to 

impact our lives. Today drones are already used in various 

industries such as inspection, agriculture and construction. 

Within the next decade we will see the use of drones for 

package delivery but also for the transportation of freight 

and even humans (Urban Air Mobility).  

 

AirHub and KLM have spoken with various market parties, 

and there is a need to create a Dutch Urban Air Mobility 

Ecosystem (Dutch Drone Delta) that will bring together key 

stakeholders to realize all the necessary steps towards this 

future and to create sustainable social and economic 

impact for The Netherlands. 



Key partners

To realize this vision, the Dutch Drone Delta (DDD) is 

founded by a group of large Dutch companies and 

(governmental) organizations that are able to tackle all the 

hurdles along the way. The ecosystem will work on 

Creating sustainable social and economic impact through 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. 

Cooperation is needed to properly develop the drone 

industry, this ecosystem will bring parties together to 

shape these developments together. We need parties who 

dare to experiment. Who will take the lead in creating this 

new form of aviation. AirHub will approach and select 

partners who also want to contribute to create the eco 

system in the Netherlands. 



Key Partners



Autonomous Long 
Distance Flights
The first step on the path to Urban Air Mobility is the 

realization of autonomous long distance (beyond 

visual line of sight) flights. Today both regulatory and 

technical hurdles exist that need to be overcome. To 

gain thrust from both legislators, society and end 

users a lot of experimentation and test have to be 

conducted, both on the required hardware and 

software.  

Together with partners the DDD will work on 

improving the techniques required for the realization 

of autonomous long distance flight whilst keeping in 

mind social, legal and commercial requirements. 



Social Embracement

The fact that drones can provide a lot of economic 

benefits does not mean that they will automatically be 

embraced by our society. Especially when working 

towards package delivery and the transportation of 

cargo and humans in urban environments there will 

be many factors that will have to be taken into 

account. It is therefore of great importance that the 

social dialogue will be started as early as possible in 

this process.  

Together with partners the DDD will work on the 

social embracement of drones to create not only 

sustainable economic impact, but social impact as 

well. 



U-Space & Unmanned 
Traffic Management
Today the biggest part of aviation takes place at 

relatively high altitudes. Only near aerodromes there 

is a real interaction between the sky and the surface 

we live on. With the introduction of drones into our 

low level airspace this will change. Drones will have to 

deal with the 4D world we live in and should be able 

to deal with buildings, weather, temporary obstacles 

and airspace closures.  

 

U-Space or Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM) will 

provide the answer for these challenges. The DDD, 

will work on the implementation of this system in The 

Netherlands. 



Cargo Delivery Drones

Unmanned Cargo Delivery will be the first step in the 

introduction of large-sized unmanned aircraft into our 

airspace. To realize this step many technological 

innovations will be necessary, both on the techniques 

of the aircrafts and payloads but on the infrastructure 

of aerodromes, ports and terminals as well.  

It is expected that these unmanned cargo aircrafts will 

first only fly on predetermined routes between two 

points, so corridors in the sky will have to be created. 

The DDD wil work together with the government and 

partners to create necessary techniques and 

infrastructure to facilitate this. 



Drones as a Service

To gain all the social and economic advantages that 

drones have to offer, these flying platforms have to be 

connected to the infrastructures and (IT) systems that 

are already in place. Hereby drones will become a 

fully integrated part of existing and future workflows.  

The DDD will work together with partners to realize 

this goal and create the worlds first Drones as a 

Service platform that connects “the drone” to any 

organization. 



The Drone Infrastructure 

Just like with aviation as we know it today, the right 

infrastructure will be have to be in place to integrate 

drones into our society. Docking stations will have to 

be developed to accommodate networks of (delivery) 

drones and “skyports” will have to be build to allow 

for the transportation of cargo and humans within 

urban environments.  

As urban planning takes time the DDD will work 

together with partners on putting the necessary 

infrastructure of drones on the agenda of the national 

and local governments. 



The realization of human transport by unmanned 

aerial vehicles will be the point on the horizon for the 

Dutch Drone Delta. It will be the end of a long series 

of steps that will prove that this new form of air-

modality is safe, economically viable and socially 

desirable.  

Urban Air Mobility



– Bill Gates

"Drones overall will be more impactful than I think 
people recognize, in positive ways to help society.”


